
A 
Presentation 
on the Bible 



What is the meaning of the word Bible?  

ÅThe word Bible comes from  the Greek 
word òBiblia ó meaning òa collection  
of  booksó .  
 

ÅThe Greek word Biblia itself is derived 
from Biblion , meaning paper, book or 
scroll and was  a diminutive of the word 
Byblos  or papyrus.  
 

ÅByblos  is the root word for Biblia . The 
name comes from the Phoenician port 
Byblos from where Egyptian papyrus 
was exported to Greece.  
 

ÅThe Word òBibleó itself is not found in 
any book of the Bible. 
 



What is the Bible? 
Å The Bible  or Sacred Scripture  is the written, 

inspired, Word of God.   
(2 Tim 3: 16-17) 
 

Å The Bible is a òfundamentaló source of Divine  
Revelation . (John 21: 24-25) 
 

Å Divine Revelation is Godõs self- communication , 
the unveiling of the mystery of God and of his 
redeeming activity. 
 

Å Godõs salvific activity has been present from the 
beginning of time and made manifest to every 
age and every generation.  
 

Å His salvific work is evident in creation, in the 
covenants with the patriarchs, in the mighty works 
of the exodus, in the choosing of a people, in the 
giving of the law and covenant at Sinai, in the 
conquest of the promised land, in the sending of his 
Son. This is what we call salvation  history , God 
reaching out to us time and time again.  
 

Å The fullness  of Divine revelation of 
Godõs redeeming works is Jesus 
Christ  (Hebrews 1: 1-4) the promised, 
incarnate, eternal Word of God made 
flesh for our salvation.  
 

Å Jesusõ life  (deeds, words, preaching, 
person), death  (passion, suffering, 
crucifixion), resurrection  (victory 
over death) also known as paschal  
mystery  unveils the totality  of who 
God is and his plan of salvation.  
 

Å This fullness of revelation continues to 
be handed  down  to us through 
Sacred Tradition , the living, 
authentic, unbroken, oral transmission 
of Jesusõ teachings and through the 
Bible.  
 



Who wrote the Bible? 
Å The Bible was written by different human authors, 

mostly Hebrews, many of them unknown.  
 

Å These sacred writers wrote under the inspiration and 
guidance of the Holy  Spirit  at different times and 
places over a period of about a thousand years  from 
900 B.C to 150 A.D.  
 

Å These human authors wrote from numerous 
geographical locations and cultures from Babylon, 
Palestine, Egypt, Rome , Corinth among others. They 
also wrote in different languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, 
Greek. 
 

Å It was the Holy Spirit who moved these human 
authors to communicate, to gather, to research, to 
edit , to pass on, to write down their  collective 
experiences,  stories, and oral traditions of faith.   
 

Å God did not dictate the Bible, the Holy Spirit  
encouraged these human authors to freely 
cooperate, using their skills, language, culture, 
talents, literary abilities, knowledge, oral traditions, 
and happenings to convey the peopleõs experience of 
Godõs self-communication. 



Did you know? 
No original texts of the Bible remain, the six oldest codices (Bibles) are:  

 

 Codex Vaticanus   
4th Century located in Rome 

 Codex Sinaiticus   
4th Century located in London 

 Codex Alexandrinus   
5th Century located in London 

 Codex Ephraemi   
5th Century located in Paris 

 Codex Bezae  
5th Century located in Cambridge  
University 

 Codex Ambrosianus   
6th Century located in Milan 



How is the Bible Structured? 

Å The Bible is divided in two sections: 
 

 A. Old Testament   or O.T. 
 B. New Testament or N.T. 
 
Å The word Testament means òCovenantó or 
òContractó and is derived from the 
Hebrew word òBeritó. 
 

Å The Old  Testament  or Hebrew scriptures 
comprises stories about an ancient 
covenant between Yahweh  and the 
Hebrews, as revealed to Moses. It also tells 
how this covenant worked out. 
 

Å The New Testament  includes stories and 
teachings about a new covenant  between 
God and humanity based on the life of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 



How many Books are in the Bible? 

Å The Roman  Catholic  Canon  based on the Septuagint has 73 books 

divided this way: 
 

 Old Testament : 46 books 

 New Testament : 27 books. 
 

Å The Protestant  Canon based on the Palestinian Canon  has 66 books 

divided this way: 
 

 Old Testament:  39  

 New Testament:  27 
 



Catholic Vs. Protestant Bible 

The Protestant Bible has  66 Books 

The Catholic Bible has 73 Books 

The physical difference is 7 Books 
òThe Deuterocanonical Booksó 



1. Tobit 

2. Judith 

3. Wisdom of Solomon 

4. Sirach 

5. Baruch 

6. 1 Maccabees 

7. 2 Maccabees 

(Also portions of Daniel & Esther) 

The Seven Deuterocanonical Books  



Now, Letõs Consider How The 
Bible Came To Be 



http://www.google.ae/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QbKfugOMWKWEIM&tbnid=1aAui47LT8E7IM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://gerryindrapratamaatje.blogspot.com/2012/10/belajar-alkitab-melalui-gambar.html&ei=eWcmUfiWDMzBswbk4IDoCg&bvm=bv.42661473,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGWXq7f29JOoA3ybrOoHWs-YkWT-Q&ust=1361557734892051


What is the Septuagint? 
Å The Septuagint , is the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures, that was used by 

the Greek speaking Jews before Christ was born. This translation was created in 3rd 
century BC.  
 

Å The reason for the Septuagint was the fact that many of the Jews in the diaspora, were 
educated in Greek. Therefore they needed a Greek translation of their scriptures.   

 

Å The Septuagint includes the 7 deuterocanonical books. 

 

Å The early Church used the Septuagint, and that use has continued through to today.   In 
fact, 90% of the Old Testament scripture references in the New Testament are drawn 
from the Septuagint. 
 

Å In 90AD, Jewish elders sought to canonize their scriptures. They rejected the 7 books that 
had always been a part of the Septuagint and created a closed canon that did not 
include them. However, not all Jews accepted this. In fact, Ethiopian Jews still use the 
Septuagint version of the Hebrew scriptures today.  
 

Å The Septuagint has been the Old Testament Canon for Christians for over 1500 years.  



Now, did you know? 

ÅThe Christian Canon based on the 
Septuagint  was unchanged until the 16th 
Century A.D., when the Father of the 
Protestant Reformation Martin  Luther  
discarded the Deutero-canonical books, 
because they contradicted essential 
aspects of his new theological positions. 

 
Å  Luther also  attempted to remove from 

the New Testament the books of James, 
Hebrews,  Jude and Revelation, 
fortunately, he faced opposition from 
other reformers and  this did not happen.  
 

 



òHear, O Israel!  The 
Lord is our God, the 

Lord alone! 
(Deuteronomy  6: 4 ð 9) 



Reflective Points about the Old Testament 
Å The Old Testament like the rest of the Bible is a 

document of faith. Its purpose is to elicit faith in 
those who ponder upon its divine content. The 
O.T. is not meant to be read as document of 
science, archeology, astronomy or history.  

 

Å The Term Old Testament does not mean 
outdated. The message of the Hebrew 
Scriptures remains as new as ever. Godõ 
faithfulness, love, redemptive work, covenant, 
are themes that never go out style in Godõs 
language. 

 

Å When reading the O.T. one must take into 
consideration the time, culture, language in 
which it was written. One cannot apply to the 
O.T. the assumptions and presuppositions of our 
modern era. 

 

Å The Old Testament is a sacred document of 
great importance in our Catholic liturgy, one 
must approach the text of the O.T. with a 
prayerful attitude of reverence and awe, for it is 
the word of God.  



What is the New Testament? 

Å The New Testament  or Christian  
Scriptures  are the inspired testimony 
about Jesus Christ  the Son of  God and 
the New Covenant (relationship) he 
came to establish between humanity 
and God. Luke  22:20 
 

Å The New Testament is centered on the 
Person of Jesus of  Nazareth , his life, 
death, resurrection and ascension into 
heaven, also known as Paschal  
Mystery . 
 

Å The New Testament presents to us Jesusõ 
ministry and teachings, and the Churchõs 
post- resurrection  understanding 
(theology) of who Jesus really was. 
 

Å The New Testament is for Christians the 
living word of God as fully revealed in 
the person of Christ and his preaching 
about the Kingdom  of  God.  



How is the New Testament Arranged? 
The New Testament is divided in four main sections: 

 

ÅMatthew, Mark, Luke & John Gospels 

ÅThe Acts of the Apostles Acts 

ÅRomans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians,  
Timothy, Hebrews, Titus, Philemon,  
Hebrews, James, Peter, John, Jude 

Letters 

ÅThe Book of Revelation Apocalyptic 



Canonicity 
Å Why certain books were eventually accepted 

into the Canon of the N.T while others were 
rejected has to do with Canonicity,  the 
distinction between what is authoritative and 
what is not . There are four major criteria at 
work in the process of canonization of the 
books of the N.T. These are: 
 

Å Apostolic  Origin : attributed to or based on 
the preaching, teaching of the first-
generation apostles and closest disciples. 
 

Å Universal  Acceptance : acknowledged by 
all major Christian communities in the 
Mediterranean world by the end of the 4th 
century. 
 

Å Liturgical  Use: Read publicly along with 
the O.T. when early Christians gathered for 
the Lordõs supper or Eucharist. 
 

Å Consistent  Message: Containing theological  
ideas compatible with other accepted 
Christian writings. Did not deny the 
fundamental Christian belief in the humanity 
and divinity of Christ. 

   (Source: Fr. Felix Just, S.J) 


