A
Presentation
on the Bible




What Is the meaning of the word Bible?

A Theword Bible comesfrom the Greek
word oBiblia 6 meaning 0 acollection
ofbookso

A The Greek word Biblia itself is derived
from Biblion , meaning paper, book or
scrolland was a diminutive of the word
Byblos or papyrus

A Byblos isthe root word for Biblia . The |
name comesfrom the Phoenicianport |
Byblos from where Egyptian papyrus | =
wasexportedto Greece

A TheWord 6 Bi btdeléinot found in
any book of the Bible.




What Is the Bible?

TheBible or Sacred Scripture is the written,
inspired, Word of God.
(2 Tim 3: 1147)

The Bibleisa 0 f u n d a msourde af IDiwine
Revelation . (John2124-25

Divine RevelationisG o d $el-communication ,
the unveiling of the mystery of God and of his
redeemingactivity.

G o dsalsific activity has been presentfrom the
beginning of time and made manifest to every
age and everygeneration

His salvific work is evident in creation, in the
covenantswith the patriarchs,in the mighty works
of the exodus,in the choosingof a people, in the
giving of the law and covenant at Sinai, in the
conquesif the promisedland, in the sendingof his
Son Thisiswhat we call salvation history , God
reachingout to ustime and time again.
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Thefullness of Divine revelation of
Godds redeeJemun g
Christ (Hebrews 1:4) the promised,
incarnate, eternal Word of God made
flesh for our salvation.

W O

J e slites (deeds, words, preaching,
person), death (passion, suffering,
crucifixion), resurrection  (victory
over death) also known as paschal

mystery unveilsthe totality of who
Godisand hisplan of salvation

Thisfullnessf revelation continuesto
be handed down to us through
Sacred Tradition , the living,
authentic,unbroken, oral transmission
of J e steashingsand through the
Bible.




Who wrote the Bible?

The Bible was written by different human authors,
mostlyHebrews many of them unknown.

Thesesacredwriterswrote under the inspirationand
guidance of the Holy Spirit at different times and
placesover a period of about a thousandyears from
900 B.Cto 150A.D.

These human authors wrote from numerous
geographical locations and cultures from Babylon,
Palestine Egypt, Rome, Corinthamong others They
alsovl\irote in different languages Hebrew, Aramaic,
Gree

It was the Holy Spirit who moved these human
authors to communicate,to gather, to research,to
edit , to passon, to write down their collective
experiencesstoriesand oral traditions of faith.

God did not dictate the Bible, the Holy Spirit
encouraged these human authors to freely
cooperate, using their skills, language, culture,
talents, literary abilities, knowledge, oral traditions,
and happeningsto conveythe p e o pdxperiesceof
G o dsélicommunication




Did you know?

No original texts of the Bible remain, the six oldest codices (Bibles) are:

Codex Vaticanus
4" Century located in Rome

Codex Sinaiticus
4% Century located in London

Codex Alexandrinus
5 Century located in London

Codex Ephraemi
5 Century located in Paris

Codex Bezae
5t Century located in Cambridge
University

Codex Ambrosianus
6" Century located in Milan




How Is the Bible Structured?

The Bible is divided in two sections:

A.Old Testament or O.T.
B.New Testament or N.T.

Theword Testamentmeanso Co v e bra n
0 Cont raadc is derived from the
Hebrewword dBeritd

TheOld Testament or Hebrew scriptures
comprises stories about an ancient
covenant between Yahweh and the
Hebrews,asrevealedto Moseslt alsotells
how thiscovenantworked out.

The New Testament includesstoriesand
teachingsabout a new covenant between
God and humanity based on the life of
Jesu€hristthe Sonof God




How many Books are in the Bible?

A The Roman Catholic Canon basedon the Septuaginthas 73 books

divided thisway:

Old Testament : 46 books

New Testament : 27 books.

A TheProtestant Canon basedon the PalestinianCanon has66 books

divided thisway:

Old Testament: 39

New Testament: 27



Catholic Vs. Protestant Bible

The Catholic Bible has73 Books

o

The physical difference is 7 Books
oOoThe Deuterocan




The Seven Deuterocanonical Books

1. Tobit

2. Judith

3. Wisdom of Solomon
4. Sirach

5. Baruch

6. 1 Maccabees

7. 2 Maccabees

(Also portions of Daniel & Esther)



Now, Let 0s Cons
Bible Came To Be




BIBLE FIMELINLE

o Paul’s Letters:

% miopil

1,2 Corinthians
Lamentations Gilutians
Jeremiah |/ [Esther |

Philippians
Colossians

1, 2 Thessalonians
l 2 Timothy
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Other Letters
Hebrews

James

1, 2 Peter

1, 2, 3 John

Jude

Revelation

Song Of Songs Jewish State
(100BC-AD 3)

Nation Of Israel Israel Split North Israelites Israelites
And South Under Rule Under Rule
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What is the Septuagint?

The Septuagint , is theGreek translation of the Hebrew scripturébat was used by
the Greek speaking Jews before Christ was born. This translation was created in 3rd
century BC

Thereason for the Septuagint was the fact that many of tdews in the diasporavere
educated in Greek. Therefore they needed a Greek translation of their scriptures

The Septuagint includes the 7 deuterocanonical books.

Theearly Church used the Septuagint, and that use has continued throiogioday. In
fact, 90% of the Old Testament scripture references in the New Testament are drawn
from the Septuagint.

In 90AD, Jewish elders sought to canonize their scriptures. They rejected the 7 books
had always been a part of the Septuagint and created a closed canon that did not
Include them. However, not all Jews accepted this. In fact, Ethiopian sidinssehe
Septuagint version of the Hebrew scripturtesiay.

TheSeptuagint has been the Old Testament Canon for Christians for over 1500 years



Now, did you know?

A The Christian Canon based on the
Septuagint wasunchangeduntil the 1&"
Century A.D., when the Father of the
Protestant Reformation Martin  Luther
discarded the Deutero-canonical books,
because they contradicted essential
aspectof hisnew theologicalpositions

A Luther also attempted to remove from
the New Testamentthe books of James,
Hebrews, Jude and Revelation,
fortunately, he faced opposition from
other reformersand thisdid not happen.




oHear , O |

Lord is our God, the
Lord alone!

(Deuteronomy 6: 4 9)




Reflective Points about the Old Testament

The Old Testamentlike the restof the Bibleisa
documentof faith. Its purposeisto elicit faith in
thosewho ponder upon its divine content The
O.T. is not meant to be read as document of
sciencearcheologyastronomyor history,

The Term OIld Testament does not mean
outdated. The message of the Hebrew
Scriptures remains as new as ever. God o
faithfulness,love, redemptive work, covenant,
are themes that never go out stylein Go d 0 !
language

When reading the O.T. one must take into
considerationthe time, culture, language in
which it was written. One cannot apply to the
O.T. the assumptions@nd presuppositionsf our
modernera.

The Old Testamentis a sacred document of
great importance in our Catholic liturgy, one
must approach the text of the O.T. with a
prayerful attitude of reverenceand awe, for it is
the word of God



What Is the New Testament?

ONE

The New Testament or Christian

Scriptures are the inspired testimony
about JesusChrist the Sonof God and
the New Covenant (relationship) he
came to establish between humanity
and God Luke 22:20

The New Testamentis centered on the
Personof Jesus of Nazareth , his life,
death, resurrectionand ascensioninto
heaven, also known as Paschal
Mystery .

The New Testamentpresentdo usJ e s u
ministry and teachingsandthe Ch ur c¢
post-resurrection understanding
(theology) of who Jesuseally was

The New Testamentis for Christianghe
living word of God as fully revealed in
the personof Christand his preaching
about the Kingdom of God.

—

- JoHN 146

JESUS ANSWERED,

"| AM THE WAY

AND THE TRUTH

AND THE LIFE.

NO ONE COMES

TO THE FATHER

EXCEPT THROUGH ME."



How Is the New Testament Arranged?
The New Testament Is divided In four main sections:

GOSpels A Matthew, Mark, Luke & John

A The Acts of the Apostles

ARomans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesi| ( ¢}
Lette rS Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, v
Timothy, Hebrews, Titus, Philemon, '

Hebrews, James, Peter, John, Jude

ApOcaIyptiC A The Book of Revelation




Canonicity

Why certain bookswere eventually accepted
into the Canonof the N.T while otherswere
rejected has to do with Canonicity, the
distinctionbetweenwhat isauthoritative and
what isnot . Thereare four major criteria at
work in the processof canonization of the
booksof the N.T. Theseare:

Apostolic Origin : attributed to or basedon
the preaching, teaching of the first
generationapostlesand closestlisciples

Universal Acceptance: acknowledged by
all major Christian communities in the
Mediterranean world by the end of the 4"
century.

Liturgical Use Read publicly along with
the O.T. when early Christiansgathered for
the L o r stigperor Eucharist

Consistent Message: Containingtheological
ideas compatible with other accepted
Christian writings Did not deny the
fundamental Christianbeliefin the humanity
and divinity of Christ

(Source: Fr. Felix Just, S.J)




