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*A look into Mary’s life through the Mysteries and 

how we can reflect on our own lives… 



*

*  The Annunciation Luke 1:26-38 

*  The Visitation Luke 1:39-56 

*  The Nativity Luke 2:1-20 

*  The Presentation and Finding of our Lord in the 

temple Luke 2:21-52 

*  The Wedding at Cana John 2:1-11 

*  Mary at the Cross John 19:25-30 

*  Mary Crowned with Glory Revelation 12 



*

*Comes from Nazareth 

*She is a virgin:: betrothed 

*Two-step ancient Jewish marriage process 

*Joseph is from the house of David 



*

* “…and the virgin’s name was Mary.” 

* Gabriel’s announcement… 

* Annunciation means announcement 

*  Hail Mary…hail means rejoice… 

*  From the moment we meet Mary, we know she’s special 

*  Full of grace…you know she is favoured by God 

* The Lord is with you…we see how this is used by the angels to 
summon when God wants you to work a mission through your 
humanness… 

* Dogma of Immaculate conception – Mary conceived full of grace 
in her mother’s womb 

* How did Mary take the news from angel Gabriel? 

* Let’s put ourselves in Mary’s shoes and consider why she would 
be troubled? Sha! 
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* I am the handmaid of the Lord 

* Be it done to me according to thy word! 

* Something big will be asked of her… 

* Mary rises above her own emotions and stays 

in dialogue with God… 

* Mary is troubled but not enslaved by fear 
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*Do we submit everything to His will? 

*Do we struggle with the everyday challenges? 

*What can we learn from Mary? 
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* “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb…” 

*  Mary goes in haste to see Elizabeth 

*  Elizabeth greets Mary with titles of honour 

*  Blessed are you among women… an honour given to women 
in the Old Testament for crushing the head of enemy leaders 

*  Messianic prophecy: The woman will have a son who will 
crush the serpent’s head 

* Mother of my Lord…refers to the King…Jesus 

* Queen Mother…as during the time, the king had many wives 
so the queen was the King’s mother…of royal authority 

* The Ark of the Covenant makes a similar journey 
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* Queen of heaven and earth 

* Counsellor to the king 

* Advocate for the people  

* Intercessory role 
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* The Ark held the stone tablets; Aaron’s staff 

and manna, God’s presence 

* Mary is the new Ark, carrying the new manna, 

the fulfilment of the Law, the true high priest, 

the presence of God 



*

* A narrative pause in Luke’s action packed 

gospel… 

 

* The first part focuses on the Lord’s blessings 

to Mary  

* Second part describes God’s coming blesssings 

to Israel 
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* Imitate Mary’s humility where she is made the 

Queen of God’s son, yet she magnifies the Lord 

* How God doesn’t always call the equipped but 

equips the called.  

* Nothing is impossible for God…as he gives 

Elizabeth a woman past child bearing age, a 

child! 

*What God does in Mary…he wants to do for all 

of us… 



*

*“And…Mary gave birth to her first-born son…” 

* Mary is uprooted from her home and takes an 

arduous journey…ending in the birth of the 

king in a manger. 

* Birth of her baby…King of the world…in a 

manger 
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* A difficult journey – in the last trimester of her 
pregnancy 

* No place at the inn 

*  
*Wrapped in swaddling cloths… 

* In extreme poverty…she cannot give the Son of 
God even what mothers usually offer a 
newborn baby…instead she lays him in a 
manger instead of a cradle. 



*

* In all of Mary’s challenges, you don’t hear a 
narrative where she complains…she was 
human… she had dreams and wishes to be 
fulfilled… 

* Instead, she turns prayerfully, humbly 
accepting and pondering in her heart. 

* What can we do when we receive less than 
fair treatment at work or play? 

* What can we do when things don’t turn out 
the way we’d hoped? 



*

* “…and a sword will pierce through your own soul also…” 

*  The only narrative of Jesus’ childhood… 

*  Obedient Jewish parents offering pigeons and turtledoves… 
poor in society 

*  Getting lost in the temple for three days…symbolic of losing 
her son over Good Friday 

*  The prophecy of a sword piercing her soul…sword through 
her son… 

*  When Jesus asks them why they were looking for him when 
he was in the house of the Lord? 

*  Unable to find Jesus and realising her life will be governed 
by faith, not by witness consistently.  
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* Mary’s experience of losing Jesus is one we 

might relate to. 

* Prayer becomes dry 

* Trials cause us anxiety… 

* We seek God and wonder where God is in our 

lives. 

* Jesus seems lost and far away, but in reality, 

he is doing the will of his father. 
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*  “Do whatever he tells you..” 

*  Jesus first miracle 

*  Another reflection of Mary’s significance in our 

lives 

*  Jesus calls Mary woman…an analogy to Eve…called 

woman but without original sin. Mary is the new Eve 

as Jesus begins his public ministry. 

*  John’s narrative run up to the first miracle totals 7 

days…a reflection on creation?  
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*Mary is our wine maker! Erm miracle maker…pray to 

her. 

*  Mary is our advocate. 

*  Jesus here is a reflection of how we should be 

toward our parents…obedient and respectful. 

*  Do whatever he tells you is a reflection of Israel’s 

Old Testament response to God’s word… 

*  The servants perfect obedience of Mary and Jesus 

is a call to us to respond in the same manner. 
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* “’Woman, behold your son!’ Then he said to 
the disciple, ‘Behold your mother!” 

* Jesus’ final act: entrusting Mary to John her 
disciple. 

* Calling her woman and holding her in great 
reverence, goes back to the Genesis story of 
creation as the new Eve 

*Jesus left Mary to be our mother, as he left her 
with John his beloved disciple. So are we 
beloved to him 
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* Beloved disciple John…representative of the 
all disciples… 

* Close to Jesus at the Last Supper 

* The only one faithful to the end 

* First to believe in the Resurrection 

* First to proclaim in the risen Christ 

Therefore Jesus entrusts Mary as spiritual 
mother to John and to the faithful Christians he 
represents. 
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* Discipleship associated with taking up the 

cross 

* Others ran away, Mary one of few who stayed 

* Suffering leads to rejoicing 

* The ultimate surrender and trust…her son… 
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* We honour Mary. For her exemplary life. 

* We honour God’s work. She ensconced our 
Jesus, took him through life…suffered side by 
side. 

* She is our mediator, when we are struggling. 

* Catholics do not pray to her as though she is 
divine, but ask for her intercession 

* All intercessions are built on the intercession 
of Christ 
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*“and on her head a crown of twelve stars…” 

*  St John’s apocalyptic scripture…four key 

characters. Woman, child, dragon and St Michael. 

*As with the rich symbols in apocalyptic versions… 

The woman represents the church, the tradition, 

Mary. 

*  And how evil is defeated by Michael, the archangel  

*And how the child, the Messiah is taken up to 

heaven 
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* Mary lived in humility but God glorified her 

and assumed her into heaven. 

* Paul tells us that if we persevere, we will be 

crowned in glory too. 

*What God gives to Mary is intended for us too… 
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