A
Presentation
on the Bible

What is the meaning of the word Bible?
• The word Bible comes from the Greek
word “Biblia” meaning “a collection
of books” .
• The Greek word Biblia itself is derived
from Biblion, meaning paper, book or
scroll and was a diminutive of the word
Byblos or papyrus.
• Byblos is the root word for Biblia. The
name comes from the Phoenician port
Byblos from where Egyptian papyrus
was exported to Greece.
• The Word “Bible” itself is not found in
any book of the Bible.

What is the Bible?
•

The Bible or Sacred Scripture is the written,
inspired, Word of God.
(2 Tim 3: 16-17)

•

The Bible is a “fundamental” source of Divine
Revelation. (John 21: 24-25)

•

Divine Revelation is God’s self-communication,
the unveiling of the mystery of God and of his
redeeming activity.

•

God’s salvific activity has been present from the
beginning of time and made manifest to every
age and every generation.

•

His salvific work is evident in creation, in the
covenants with the patriarchs, in the mighty works
of the exodus, in the choosing of a people, in the
giving of the law and covenant at Sinai, in the
conquest of the promised land, in the sending of his
Son. This is what we call salvation history, God
reaching out to us time and time again.

•

The fullness of Divine revelation of
God’s redeeming works is Jesus
Christ (Hebrews 1: 1-4) the promised,
incarnate, eternal Word of God made
flesh for our salvation.

•

Jesus’ life (deeds, words, preaching,
person), death (passion, suffering,
crucifixion), resurrection (victory
over death) also known as paschal
mystery unveils the totality of who
God is and his plan of salvation.

•

This fullness of revelation continues to
be handed down to us through
Sacred Tradition, the living,
authentic, unbroken, oral transmission
of Jesus’ teachings and through the
Bible.

Who wrote the Bible?
•

The Bible was written by different human authors,
mostly Hebrews, many of them unknown.

•

These sacred writers wrote under the inspiration and
guidance of the Holy Spirit at different times and
places over a period of about a thousand years from
900 B.C to 150 A.D.

•

These human authors wrote from numerous
geographical locations and cultures from Babylon,
Palestine, Egypt, Rome , Corinth among others. They
also wrote in different languages: Hebrew, Aramaic,
Greek.

•

It was the Holy Spirit who moved these human
authors to communicate, to gather, to research, to
edit , to pass on, to write down their collective
experiences, stories, and oral traditions of faith.

•

God did not dictate the Bible, the Holy Spirit
encouraged these human authors to freely
cooperate, using their skills, language, culture,
talents, literary abilities, knowledge, oral traditions,
and happenings to convey the people’s experience of
God’s self-communication.

Did you know?
No original texts of the Bible remain, the six oldest codices (Bibles) are:
Codex Vaticanus
4th Century located in Rome
Codex Sinaiticus
4th Century located in London
Codex Alexandrinus
5th Century located in London
Codex Ephraemi
5th Century located in Paris
Codex Bezae
5th Century located in Cambridge
University
Codex Ambrosianus
6th Century located in Milan

How is the Bible Structured?
•

The Bible is divided in two sections:
A. Old Testament or O.T.
B. New Testament or N.T.

•

The word Testament means “Covenant” or
“Contract” and is derived from the
Hebrew word “Berit”.

•

The Old Testament or Hebrew scriptures
comprises stories about an ancient
covenant between Yahweh and the
Hebrews, as revealed to Moses. It also tells
how this covenant worked out.

•

The New Testament includes stories and
teachings about a new covenant between
God and humanity based on the life of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

How many Books are in the Bible?
• The Roman Catholic Canon based on the Septuagint has 73 books

divided this way:
Old Testament: 46 books

New Testament: 27 books.
• The Protestant Canon based on the Palestinian Canon has 66 books

divided this way:
Old Testament: 39
New Testament: 27

Catholic Vs. Protestant Bible
The Catholic Bible has 73 Books
The Protestant Bible has 66 Books

The physical difference is 7 Books
“The Deuterocanonical Books”

The Seven Deuterocanonical Books
1.

Tobit

2. Judith
3.

Wisdom of Solomon

4. Sirach
5.

Baruch

6. 1 Maccabees
7.

2 Maccabees

(Also portions of Daniel & Esther)

Now, Let’s Consider How The
Bible Came To Be

What is the Septuagint?
•

The Septuagint, is the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures, that was used by
the Greek speaking Jews before Christ was born. This translation was created in 3rd
century BC.

•

The reason for the Septuagint was the fact that many of the Jews in the diaspora, were
educated in Greek. Therefore they needed a Greek translation of their scriptures.

•

The Septuagint includes the 7 deuterocanonical books.

•

The early Church used the Septuagint, and that use has continued through to today. In
fact, 90% of the Old Testament scripture references in the New Testament are drawn
from the Septuagint.

•

In 90AD, Jewish elders sought to canonize their scriptures. They rejected the 7 books that
had always been a part of the Septuagint and created a closed canon that did not
include them. However, not all Jews accepted this. In fact, Ethiopian Jews still use the
Septuagint version of the Hebrew scriptures today.

•

The Septuagint has been the Old Testament Canon for Christians for over 1500 years.

Now, did you know?
• The Christian Canon based on the
Septuagint was unchanged until the 16th
Century A.D., when the Father of the
Protestant Reformation Martin Luther
discarded the Deutero-canonical books,
because they contradicted essential
aspects of his new theological positions.

•

Luther also attempted to remove from
the New Testament the books of James,
Hebrews,
Jude and Revelation,
fortunately, he faced opposition from
other reformers and this did not happen.

“Hear, O Israel! The
Lord is our God, the
Lord alone!
(Deuteronomy 6: 4 – 9)

Reflective Points about the Old Testament
•

The Old Testament like the rest of the Bible is a
document of faith. Its purpose is to elicit faith in
those who ponder upon its divine content. The
O.T. is not meant to be read as document of
science, archeology, astronomy or history.

•

The Term Old Testament does not mean
outdated. The message of the Hebrew
Scriptures remains as new as ever. God’
faithfulness, love, redemptive work, covenant,
are themes that never go out style in God’s
language.

•

When reading the O.T. one must take into
consideration the time, culture, language in
which it was written. One cannot apply to the
O.T. the assumptions and presuppositions of our
modern era.

•

The Old Testament is a sacred document of
great importance in our Catholic liturgy, one
must approach the text of the O.T. with a
prayerful attitude of reverence and awe, for it is
the word of God.

What is the New Testament?
•

The New Testament or Christian
Scriptures are the inspired testimony
about Jesus Christ the Son of God and
the New Covenant (relationship) he
came to establish between humanity
and God. Luke 22:20

•

The New Testament is centered on the
Person of Jesus of Nazareth, his life,
death, resurrection and ascension into
heaven, also known as Paschal
Mystery.

•

The New Testament presents to us Jesus’
ministry and teachings, and the Church’s
post-resurrection
understanding
(theology) of who Jesus really was.

•

The New Testament is for Christians the
living word of God as fully revealed in
the person of Christ and his preaching
about the Kingdom of God.

How is the New Testament Arranged?
The New Testament is divided in four main sections:

Gospels

Acts
Letters
Apocalyptic

• Matthew, Mark, Luke & John

• The Acts of the Apostles

• Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians,
Timothy, Hebrews, Titus, Philemon,
Hebrews, James, Peter, John, Jude

• The Book of Revelation

Canonicity
•

Why certain books were eventually accepted
into the Canon of the N.T while others were
rejected has to do with Canonicity, the
distinction between what is authoritative and
what is not . There are four major criteria at
work in the process of canonization of the
books of the N.T. These are:

•

Apostolic Origin: attributed to or based on
the preaching, teaching of the firstgeneration apostles and closest disciples.

•

Universal Acceptance: acknowledged by
all major Christian communities in the
Mediterranean world by the end of the 4th
century.

•

Liturgical Use: Read publicly along with
the O.T. when early Christians gathered for
the Lord’s supper or Eucharist.

•

Consistent Message: Containing theological
ideas compatible with other accepted
Christian writings. Did not deny the
fundamental Christian belief in the humanity
and divinity of Christ.
(Source: Fr. Felix Just, S.J)

How did the New Testament come about?
1.

The Historical Jesus: The New Testament begins with the Jesus event: his life, words, and
deeds being performed.

2.

Oral Traditions: Traditions and beliefs about Jesus are developed, preserved, and passed
on by early Christian communities in their preaching.

3.

Written Sources: Some of the miracles and sayings of Jesus are compiled and recorded in
early written documents

4.

Written Texts: individual letters, full Gospels, are written with particular messages for
particular situations

5.

Distribution: Some writings are copied and shared with other Christian communities
throughout the Mediterranean

6.

Collection: Certain Christians begin collecting the letters of Paul and gathering together
several different Gospels.

7.

Canonization: Four Gospels, several collections of letters of Paul and a few other texts are
accepted as authoritative scriptures.

8.

Translation: Biblical texts are translated into ever more ancient and modern languages:
Latin, Syriac, Coptic, Armenian, etc.

9.

Interpretation: The meaning of the scriptures is investigated on various levels: literal,
spiritual, historical, social, etc.

10.

Application: Communities and individuals use the N.T for practical purposes such as:
liturgical, moral, sacramental, theological.

Did you know?
•

Paul’s writings are the earliest Christian
Scriptures to be written and considered
canonical in the New Testament.

•

Paul wrote about two thirds of the
New Testament. The first book of the
New Testament to be written was the
First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
in the year 51 A.D.

•

The earliest
tradition of the
“Institution of the Eucharist”
comes from the writings of Paul and
not from the Gospels as most people
think. This early Eucharistic tradition is
found in 1 Corinthians 11: 23-33

23

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on
to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed
24
over, took bread, and after he had given thanks,
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”
(1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 25)

St. Jerome
•

St. Jerome once said, “Ignorance of the Scriptures is
ignorance of Christ.” St. Jerome was a biblical scholar,
Doctor, mystic and Father of the Church. His given
name was Eusebius Hieronymous Sophronius. He
was born in the year 342 at Stridonius.

•

St. Jerome was commissioned by Pope Damasus in the
year 382 to translate the Bible from the original
Hebrew, in order to create an official Latin text for the
liturgy. The Pope’s desire was to create a superior
translation of the Bible than the ones circulating at the
time. Many of the Bibles at that time were written in
Greek and were full of errors due to poor translation.

•

In order to accomplish this great task St. Jerome took
upon himself to study many of the ancient languages in
which the Bible was written such as: Hebrew, Aramaic,
Chaldaic among others. Jerome spent years as a hermit
working diligently on his translation. St. Jerome’s final
work was the Latin version of the Scriptures known as
the Vulgate, this translation of the Bible became the
official Latin text of the Scriptures for the Catholic
Church.

•

St. Jerome settled in Bethlehem where he lived as an
anchorite in a cave that was believed to have been
the birthplace of Christ. St. Jerome died in Bethlehem in
the year 420. Holy Mother Church celebrates his feast
on September 30, the actual date on his death.

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance
of Christ.” St. Jerome

How To Read the Bible?
Parable of The Prodigal Son - Luke 15: 11-32

Name of Book

Verses

Lk 15: 11-32
Chapter

The Importance of the Gospels
•

The Gospels are four intimate portraits of the
person of Jesus, as he was understood, interpreted,
venerated, and remembered by the Christian
communities that were touched by the experience of
his paschal mystery: life, death, and resurrection.

•

These sacred accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry are
not biographical accounts of Jesus in the modern
sense of the word. They are first and foremost
theological documents of the Church’s faith, a deep
faith in Jesus as savior of the world and
his
message about the Kingdom of God that he
inaugurates among men.

•

The Gospels are the soul of the New Testament,
they are the primary source for the words, sayings,
teachings, sermons, parables, deeds, actions, miracles,
preaching in the life of Jesus and his ministry among
the men and women of his time.

•

The Good News of Jesus Christ attested by the
Gospels, through the centuries, continues to
transform and to enrich the lives of those who come
in contact with the living Son of God through the
Gospel and its message of salvation. The life of the
Church today also continues to be nourished in its
liturgy, sacraments and mission, by the richness and
power of the Good News.

What is the relationship between the Bible and
Sacred Tradition?
•

Jesus words did not vanish with Jesus’ ascension, His
teachings continued to live under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit in the preaching of the Apostles
and their successors, the Pope and the bishops,
collectively known as the Magisterium or
teaching body of the Church.

•

This oral teaching, this living memory, this
unbroken reception of the living Word of God
from one generation of Christian bishops to the
next is what we call, Sacred Tradition. The
Magisterium is the guardian of this Sacred
Tradition.

•

The testimony about Jesus emerges from Sacred
Tradition, under the guidance and inspiration of
the Holy Spirit. Its context and content can only be
understood in light of the Sacred Tradition of the
Church’s
Magisterium.

•

Both Sacred Tradition and the Bible (Sacred
Scripture) form one deposit of Divine revelation.

Jesus said : "He who listens to you listens to

me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who
rejects me rejects him who sent me."
(Luke 10:16)

Sacred Scripture

Sacred Tradition

A single deposit of faith
Hence, Vatican II, in its Dogmatic
Constitution
Dei
Verbum
states:
“Consequently it is not from Sacred
Scripture alone that the Church draws her
certainty about everything which has been
revealed.

Therefore both Sacred Tradition and
Sacred Scripture are to be accepted
and venerated with the same sense of
loyalty and reverence.” DV No 9

Church Councils

About The Councils
What is an “Ecumenical Council”?
It is a gathering of Bishops from local churches around the world;

With what kind of issues have Ecumenical Councils dealt?
They have addressed theological issues, matters of worship, and Church discipline.

What was the role of the Ecumenical Council in the early
centuries of the Church?
These councils would serve as the primary means by which bishops discussed and
made definitive decisions about theological issues facing the entire Church.

What are the two key qualities of an Ecumenical Council?
Bishops from local churches around the world and the successor of St. Peter, the
Pope (or his legate), must be present.

The Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:2)
When and where

Jerusalem, Palestine, 49 AD.

Crisis or controversy

Gentile converts must follow
Mosaic Law; "Unless you are
circumcised according to the
Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved.“
(Acts 15:1 )

Attendees

"Apostles and presbyters" (Acts 15:6)
and the following notables:
Paul and Barnabas,
Peter, James (Acts 15:6-22)

Decrees and resolutions

"It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us not to place on
you any burden beyond these necessities." Acts 15:28

The Second Vatican Council – Vatican II
When and where
1962 – 1965 AD in St. Peter’s Basilica, Italy

Crisis or controversy

Constant need for reform and revival;
Needed translation of faith into modern era:
communication media; Christians and Jews;
religious freedom, etc.

Blessed John XXIII; opening session

Attendees

2908 bishops;
Convened: Pope John XXIII
Ratified: Pope Paul VI.

Decrees and resolutions

Issued 16 documents:
On Divine Revelation - (Dei Verbum)
The Pastoral Constitution;
On The Church in the Modern World;
On The Church, etc.

2908 Bishops in plenary session

Sacred
Tradition

Our
Catholic
Faith
The Bible

The
Magisterium

The Bible + Sacred Tradition + Magisterium = Our Catholic Faith

The Twelve Apostles
1.

Andrew – crucified

2.

Bartholomew – beaten then crucified

3.

James, son of Alphaeus – stoned to death

4.

James, son of Zebedee – beheaded

5.

John – exiled for his faith; died of old age

6.

Judas (not Iscariot) – stoned to death

7.

Matthew – speared to death

8.

Peter – crucified upside down

9.

Philip – crucified

10.

Simon – crucified

11.

Thomas – speared to death

12.

Matthias – stoned to death

(source: Fox’s Book of Martyrs)

Do you have a Catholic Bible?
You can identify if you have a Catholic
Bible by looking for the following text:
• NIHIL OBSTAT
• IMPRIMATUR
The ‘Nihil Obstat’ & ‘Imprimatur” are
official declarations that a book or
pamphlet is free of doctrinal or moral
error.

The Catholic Bible is available online,
provided by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

“Blessed rather are those who hear the
word of God and obey it.”
(Luke 11:28)

The link to the online Catholic Bible is :
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/

Reflective Points
•

People read the Bible for different reasons: Some people read the Bible out of curiosity,
some read the Bible from an academic point of view, while others read it to draw strength
during difficult times or as a form of prayer.

•

Faith is an important component in the reading of the Scriptures. The Power of the word
of God is unleashed when the Bible is read with Faith, with complete trust in God’s selfcommunication.

•

Take time each day to get to know the ever living, never ending, message of the
Scriptures. It is preferable to first read the Bible in the narrative format.

•

As you read visualize what you read. Pay attention to the thoughts, feelings, insights that
God places in your heart.

•

Keep a journal of the things that you read, look up the things you do not understand.
There are several versions of Catholic study Bibles that can help you understand the
meaning and context of a particular text.

•

Share the word of God with others: family, friends, co-workers. Our Catholic faith
invites us to share this gift of God’s word with the World. Join a Bible study group at your
parish.

•

Finally, as the rite of ordination says: “Believe what you read, teach what you believe,
and practice what you teach”.
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