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Welcome and introductions.  
 

Making connections  

ACTIVITY 
In threes find 10 things you all have in common which have nothing 

to do with anything connecting to the church 

CLASS SHARING 



THE TEN ESSENTIAL PARTS OF AN EFFECTIVE 

CATECHISM LESSON 

( Agreed following a workshop carried out by 

the Christian Formation Committee April 2014) 



1.A lesson  plan, based on the agreed syllabus and including a key 

identifiable objective 

2.Prayer  

3.An engaging method of delivery, appropriate to the age, experience and  

faith development  of the children (Methodology) 

4. Interactive experiences 

5.An environment/ atmosphere which creates effective conditions for 

learning and faith development 



6. Appropriate preparation and organization of resources 

7. Classroom expectations: Rules/Routines 

8. Scripture references and/or references to the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church 

9. How the learning from the lesson can be applied  ς  to include also 

evidence of  a link with parents 

10. Appropriate assessment strategies:  



A lesson  plan, based on the agreed syllabus and including a key identifiable objective 

Appropriate preparation and organization of resources 

Where do I start? 



An engaging method of delivery, appropriate to the age, experience and  

faith development  of the children (Methodology) 

Interactive experiences 

How can I keep them active 
and engaged. Have you seen 
how much there is to cover in 
this chapter!! 



An environment/ atmosphere which creates effective conditions for 

LEARNING and faith development 

Classroom expectations: Rules/Routines 
Appropriate assessment 

strategies 

Will they all come 
wanting to learn? 
Should it be like 
school? 



Scripture references and/or references to the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Prayer  
An engaging method of delivery, appropriate to the age, experience 

and  faith development  of the children (Methodology) 

Can I really make a 
difference in one hour a 
week? 



How the learning from the lesson can be applied  ς  to include also 

evidence of  a link with parents 

How can I be sure that my time 
with the children has been useful? 



Therefore lessons must be: 



Hopefully 

YES! 
THEREFORE: 

Should we tell the children what 
LEARNING will have taken place by the end 

of the  catechism lesson?  

Should we tell the children what weõre 
about to LEARN in each catechism lesson?  



The lesson must have a mainééééééDISCUSS/SHARE  

focus  theme  

aim  objective  
One central core idea, concept, skill, 
piece of knowledge that all  of the 
children will have learnt by the end of 
the lesson.  



www.thereligionteacher.com/guide-to-
lesson-planning-resources. 

http://www.the/


Learning Objectives consist of three parts: 

SWBAT + learning verb 

+ topic 



SWBAT ƳŜŀƴǎΧ  

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻΧΦΦ 



learning verb 

This must be a specific  ACTION 
VERB that can be assessed 

It is not enough to simply say that 
students will LEARN something or 
that you will TEACH something 



The Learning that takes place in 
Catechism lessons is usually of two 

types: 

HEAD : LEARNING ABOUT THE 
CATHOLIC RELIGION 

HEART: LEARNING FROM THE 
EXPERIENCE OF BEING 
EXPOSED TO THE CATHOLIC 
RELIGION 



HEAD KNOWLEDGE and HEART 
KNOWLEDGE 

 

Being aware of this connection helps the children 
understand how they act on and apply the head knowledge 
so that it can make a difference in their lives. 



We need to be very clear about 
what type of learning we are 
expecting to take place in our 
lesson. 

Otherwise we will not be able 
to truly assess whether we 

have been successful. 



ACTIVITY 
 

Write a lesson objective for any 
catechism lesson. 

 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧΧΦ 
 
 



Learning Objectives consist of three parts: 

SWBAT + learning verb 

+ topic 

CLASS SHARING 



1) Explain the sacrament of reconciliation.  

2) Describe different forms of prayer.  

3) Describe how you and your friends show 
others that you are workers for Godõs Kingdom 

4) Develop a list of activities that 
will help you work with others to 
live a holy life.  

5 ) Retell the story of the Prodigal 
Son. 

6 ) Apply the values expressed in 
the way Jesus forgave sinners to 
your life.  



CATECHIST  
GOAL 



Hopefully 

YES! 
THEREFORE: 

Should we tell the children  
ééééééééééééééé....................................... 
...ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Should we tell the children what weõre 
about to LEARN in each catechism lesson?  



Hopefully 

YES! 
THEREFORE: 

Should we tell the children what 
LEARNING will have taken place by the end 

of the  catechism lesson?  

Should we tell the children what weõre 
about to LEARN in each catechism lesson?  



There must be a very clear way in 
which you know if the lesson has been 
successful.  

success criteria  

assessment criteria  



So we must know very clearly what 
SUCCESS looks like. 

and 

The children must know very clearly 
what SUCCESS looks like.  



Activity 
 Think what might we expect the 
children would be  able to do, say 
or feel which would tell you that 
they had been successful in 
achieving these goals/objectives?   



Catechist Goal 1 :  (or Objective)  
 

(SWBAT)  explore  why Mary is the 
greatest of all the saints.  

Catechist Goal 2:  
 (SWBAT) explain  the sacrament of 
reconciliation.  
 Catechist Goal 3:  
(SWBAT)  challenge  the students to 
expand and deepen their image of God.  

Catechist Goal 4:  
 (SWBAT) describe  different forms of 
prayer.  



OUR FAITH 
RESPONSE 



Catechist Goal 1:  
 

To explore  why Mary is the greatest of all 
the saints.  

Faith Response:  
I can appreciate  Maryõs role in my life and 
in the church and I can  imitate  her 
example. 



Catechist Goal 2:  
To explain the sacrament of reconciliation.  

Faith Response: 
I can  identify  the ways I can forgive, or 
have forgiven  others.  



Catechist Goal 3:  
To challenge the students to expand and 
deepen their image of God.  

Faith Response: 
I can represent my relationship with God in an 
illustration and explain why I have drawn what 
I have.  



Catechist Goal 4:  
To describe  different forms of prayer.  

Faith Response:  
I can pray each day for myself and others.  


